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demonstrating the truth of the non-official
contention and proving that the tax had
really restricted the use of salt amongst
the poor.
Another plank of the National Con-
gress, and a favourite theme of many
Indian publicists, has been the separation
of judicial and executive functions. The
union of these jarring duties in the same
person, they argtieH, unconsciously biased
his attitude as magistrate or "judge, and
impaired the confidence of the people in
the impartiality of the judicial system. The
system is, it will be recollected, a survival
from the former native and early English
regime, where an officer combined in his
own person many diverse functions.
Survivals die hard. Obviously a system
of this kind lends itself to abuses. When
an officer is responsible in his executive
capacity for the preservation of order in
the whole or portion of a district, he is
likely to punish with peculiar severity
offences affecting that order or involving
recalcitrance to officials; in cases where
the evidence is nicely balanced, he may,